[Female mortality: lessons from geopathological comparisons].
Worldwide a highly significant correlation exists between male and female mortality, particularly for all-cause, cardiovascular and cerebrovascular mortality, but to a lesser degree for cancer. This shows that the same factors are the major determinants of mortality in both sexes. Mortality from all causes over the age range 35-84 years can adequately be expressed by Gompertz equations (log mortality versus age), of which the intercepts are lower and the slopes higher in women compared to men. The demonstrates that ageing progresses more slowly in women. Maximum life expectancy is slightly higher in women. The various causes of mortality are competitive.